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then a continuance of discussion of the problems
with which they were concerned, in the seclusion
of his study. He took no part in public life,
When his tour of service at the War Office came
to an end, few outside its precincts knew of his
work, and his name was probably less well known
to the general public than when he left South
Africa.

He himself welcomed the termination of his
time at the War Office. His health had stood the
strain of long office hours almost as successfully as
it had all previous strains in the desert, in the veldt,
and in the tropics, but he wanted to be in closer con-
tact with troops. He discouraged the suggestion
of an extension of his time, and when, in October
1909, there came the offer of the appointment of
Chief of the General Staff in India, he joyfully
handed over his duties, and turned his face again
eastward, feeling assured that if war should even-
tuate in Europe he would be recalled to bear his
part.